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, A lhoxt Abſtract - 


OF THE : 


[ Againſt paſſing the BILL of 


FORFEITURES: 


By way of Inquiry. 


' Query 1, Hether it be not reaſonable, that theſe Offenders ſhould have the ſame Benefit 

x from the Act of Indempaity, as all other greater Offenders ? Either it is, or 

NOT it is not: If itbe, then the Intent of this Paper is anſwer?d, which ſubmits 

the attive Men, and thoſe who were Managers, and had profitable Places, to teſund their Pen- 

ſions to the publick Freaſury : If it be not, (as all things ace moſt humbly ſubmitted to the 

great Judgment of the Honourable Houſe of Commons) then indeed they muſt be contented 
quietly to ſubmit to the Penalties due by Law. But, | 


| Owery 2, Whethet any Penalties be due by Law or not ? Since the ſame Law, the Ancient; 
Common, and Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, which ſay , That an AF or Statute mate by © 
King, Lords and Common5, is a Law to this Nation. ' Doth allo ſay, That the Judges of England 
are the ſole Interpreters of that Law; And that their Interpretation md Judgment, thaugh ever fo 
Erroneous in itſelf, and contraryto the Letter of the Statjate, ought not only 10 be obſerved, but reve- 
renced by all inferior Subjetts, And the ſame Law of England which ſays, That an Officer omitting 
the Oaths, ſhall forfeit Fool. Doth alfo ſay, That the+ King may pardon that Penalty before Infor- 
mation FiPd, which is done accordingly. - T herefore, | 


Query 3, Whetlier it be conſiſtent with the Goodneſs and Clemency of that Honourable 
Houſe, to take from them the Benefit of the Law ? And to condemn ſuch a Number ot Men, 
their Wives and Families, by a Bill of Attaindet : For the Bill doth not EnaCt,That all Forfeitures, 
due by Law, ſhall be appropriated to the publice, Uſe ;, but that all Offiters who were not duly qualify" 4, 
ſhall forfeit 500 1. right, or wrong, withant @ Tryal, Either the Forteitures are due by Law, or they 
are not: If they are not, then this Bill amounts to an Act of Arrainder : If they ate due by 
Law, then there is no prejudice to appropriate ſuch Forfeitures only as can be recover'd by Law, 
Which is all that is de a, ITT. £59 


Query 4. Since it is moſt evident, that this is a Bill of Attainder that,doth condemn a Num- 
| ber of -Men which are not puniſhable by any Law beſides itſelf ; Whether it will not introduce 
a Preſident of very dangerous Conſequence, that may one day or other be ſeverely uſed againſt 
vs or our Poſlterity ? Though ill Men may be concerned now, yet the Cale is the ſame, and good - 
Men may be concern?d hereafter. What are the Laws for, but to guide and protet us ? And.if 
a Law be defettive, and ill things done under. Umbrage thereof, our wiſe Anceſtors have cor- 
Sree Law, and not the Offender ; 'and that. not-for the fake of the Offender, but of them» 

Ives, 2nd their Poſtefity, thar all Men may have fair _—_—_ It is a Fundamental-Rule, where 


there 


Om Ro OS 


E2) 


there is no Law, there 4s n3 Offence : And therefore if this particular Act doth paſs, tis hoped that 


care-ſhall be taken in this Caſe, (as it was in the Caſe of my Lord S:72fo7d ) that the ſame ſhall 


net-be-madc uſe of for a Preſident againſt us, or our Poſterity hereafcer, But roreturn, 


 Omerys. Why is it not reaſonable that fome of thoſe Officers ſhould reap the Benefit 
of the. Act of Indempny, as well as ather-Qffenders ? Either theſe: Offences are held to be 
greater tha)\ any other, or they are not{i: {If they are not, then no Reaſon can beaſſigned, unleſs 
that which is already anſwerd. © And we-cahnot fuppoſe that-any perfon will maintain, Thee 
theſe Offenders are greater than Diſpenſing Fuages, the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſiozers, the Quo Warranto 
Lords, the Surrenderers of Charters, and tbe Subſcribers of Addreſſes -and Papers for taking off the 
Teft, &c. Bur, 


: Query 6. Whether the Judges at the Aſlizes did not openly declare, That all Diſſenters in 
any Commijſion who did refuſe to att, ſhould be retarned into the Crown-Office ; For that the King had, 
by His Diſpenſing Power, left them utterly without Excuſe, Tonr Conſciences was formerly your Ex- 
cuſe, ſay they, but now you are free from ſuch Pretences : And thoſe who refuſe to accept of the King®s 
Favour, and to rely upen his Prerogative and Protettion, ſhall be uſed as utter Enemies to the Govern« 
ment. ?Tis not for you 10 queſtion the judgment of the Juages ;, They have given Fudgment, and they wilt 
maintain it, What ſhall poor ignorant Laymen do in this Caſe ? They are forced,againſt theic 
Wills, to accept of Offices of Trouble and Charge on one ſide,and their Families muſt be ruin?d 
for it on.cheother ; ſo they are twice puniſh*d tor the ſame Offence. When a Prince poſitivel y 
commands theService of His Subjes, and hath the Judges of His ſide, the Subject muſt obey ; 
and in this Caſe the Diſſenter muſt either have have hazarded their Souls, or their Eftates. ?Tis 
their Misfortune to think that Unlawful, which others do not : But it is no Fault to refuſe to do 
a thing contrary to their Judgments. And, *tis humbly hoped, whatever becomes of the ative 
buſter Men, yet thoſe who bore only Offices of Tronble and Charge, as many Juſtices of Peace, 
who behaved themſelves well in their Stations, ſhall not be blamed for following the advice of 
their Councijl,who did aſſure them, That what Opinion ſoever they themſelves, or a Future Parliament 
2ight have of the Fudgment of the 5 udges, yet it would certainly frotett tkem until it was Reverſed ;; 
And therefore 'an. acceptance - of the Commiſſion was the onely way left, in that critical Tunkture, to 
ſecure themſelves. 3 hat ; s | FRF 


Query 7. Whether the ſeveral Commands, Declarations and Proclamations, by Vertne,or 
in purinarce of the Powers and Authorities hereafter mentioned, that is to fay, of the-Lords 
Spiritual arid Temporal, Decemb. 11. of the Four Parliaments of King Charles 11. 31 Decemb. 
2683. of the Convention, 22d of Faruar , of the King : and Queen, 14th of Febrxary, and of 
the late A& for Amoving Papiſts, That all | Proteſtant Fuftices ( of which Few were duly quali- 
fied ) ſhould proceed im the Execution of their Offices, diſarming Papiſts, ſecuring all ſuſpelted oy aiſaf- 
felted Perſons, and preſerving the Peace of the Countrey ; Be not a tacite Confirmation of their for- 
mer Proceedings ? For the Biſhops, the old Members of Parliament, and His Majeſty very well 
knew, That the Difſenters could not receive the Sacrament, and take the Oathy, according to the Form 
of the Statute. And yet they expected they ould att.z and if they had not, no doubt 
they would have been eſteemed by all as Enemies to the Kingdom, and ſo they would have 
been in the Reign of the late King, therefore there ſecms ( with Submiſſion ) ſome reaſon to 
ſhew them Favor in one Caſe, as well as in the other; there is no doubt but this ating-tended 
to the preſervation of this Government, and that may atone, in ſome meaſure, for their'atting 
in the laſt. | $f nes 5 


Query $. Whether this Bill be deſign'd as an Expedient to raiſe more Money, and prevent 
Future Taxes upon the People ? Or only for the. Vindication of Publick Juſtice ? If the latter, 
then the Exemplary Puniſhment of a few aCtive Men may anſwer that Deſign in this, as well as 
in all other Offences : If the Former, then the New Propoſal for raiſing more Money towards 

the ſpeedy ReduCtion of Jreland by a general Tax upon all Offenders, ſeems more equal, more 
ſafe, and more effcctual for that purpoſe. Such a general Law may be ſo penned, as'to anfiver 
all the ſeveral Intereſts of this preſent Government : For there are three Things which ſeem 
to be our Intereſt at this JunCture of Time. 1. To make as many Friends as we can, ' 2. To 
diſable all our Enemies. _.3. To raife more Money, as a Fund, to carry on the War apainft 
France, by fuch a way. as may prevent Futnre Taxes upon the People. The way to make as ma- 
ny Friends:as we can, is to[ndempnifie all thoſe Proteſtants, who behaved themſelves moderately 
in their reſpeRivye Stations, continued to do this Duty upon the change of the Tings, for ay 


e | 
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| 
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mon Enemy.” 
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Service of the preſent, Gove: nment, and either have already, or are willing to take. the New 
Oaths, or a civil Teſt, and do all other ſuch Acts as ſhall be required for the Service of che Go- 
yernment. And thoſe who have been active and leading Men, and ſhall perſiſt in their Wicked: 
neſs, ( tho *tis hoped there will be but Few ) yet we may concgJude , that under all-the' long 
black Catalogue of Offences, there cannot remain leſs than 4000, which at 1000 /. a Man, one 
Offence with another, will amount to Four Millions, or at 500 /. will amount to Two Milliens, 
to be levied npon Notorious Offenders, utter Enemies to the preſent Government,the Diſcovery 
whereof is our Happineſs, and their Puni hment our Security ; ſo that by fuch a Bill, with a 
Provi'o of that Nature, we ſhall be ſure t 'niake many Friends to difable our Enemies, and ro 
raiſe a very conſiderable Fund, and preven, future Taxes upon the People ; and therefore we-join 
Iſſue with the 1r5ſh Propoſers,and wiſh them good Succeſs in their Paper : For, in that Propoſal 
there is room for mercy, but here thete is x om for none; that is equal and juſt, this alone'would 
ſeem unequal and partia}, (fince it is th /zin prov'd, that thoſe other Offences are puniſhable 
by Law, and this is not; ) that may a wer all the Ends of Government, this can anſwer 
none. ' - wg fill DOTS + | Torn z 
Rao 17 45 
Ouery 9, Whether it be not reiſthif'sl 


iſs ateyand moic conlonant to the method of Proceedings 
in Parliament, that ſuch a Number'7* An ſhould have fair warning by ſome Vote oft Statate, 
That the Fudoment of Fadges ſpall vt ve Haw, before they are condemn'd and ruin'd with their 
whole Families ? Thoſe who are guilty of buying' and ſelling of Offices; have had fair warning 
by a Vote, and the other Offeridefs muſtFe ſenſible of committing a Crime ugainſt the great 
Law and Cuſtom of Parliament, which is Lex Terre, as well as the Common Law ; -and, 'it's 
conceived, they cannot ſo much as pretend Conſcience in the Caſe : But it's plain, that the Dif- 
Tenters had all along refuſed the Oaths,/and matiy refuſed to- a& in ary Contimillion, till they 
were frightned with'the Crown-Offce on one {ide, and perſuaded by their: Council on the other 


fide, That the Fudgment of 'the Fudges was Law, till Reverſed : Th6 it might be 6bſerved alſo, that 
. the Members of the Church of Ergland, antl the Reverend Biſhops and Glergy did all acknows . 
Tedge, not long ago, That they were ſorry for the late Perſecutions meerly upon the account of Reli- 


gion, and that the ſame might juſtly provoke our weak} Brethren'againſt u; 'and' therefore Jet 'ong 
Failing be ſet agaiuſt the other, and all true Proteſtants be at length vnif6d-againſt thie'Coiii» 
Ko © : 6-4 #8 es SE S— $-<0 - 
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p 1&6. | Wheth 

be involved in ſuch a general Aft of Atrainder ? Somie having by a bare Neplect, or by Sick 

neſs, or other Extraordinaty Occaſions, lapſed the time.in both the late Kings: Eien :-Di 

who took the Oaths, hapned to go away m the Crowd, without ſignitig the &tlaratiop'dr Tet: 

Some tendred their Certificates, and were refuſed by Popiſh Jaſtices,, Others fave A : Fa 
ect or - 


Ceremonies, and the Records 'of the Sefi9hs are Either imbezled,:or ego NF Eblak 
cers. Some again, by Miſtake, have tak: 1 the Oaths in the Kings Bench, taſtead of Chankiny 
and ſigned the ſhort Teſt; inſtead of thi Jong Teſt. Others; for watit 'of Quarter: Seffi6fis, 
have alſo incurr'd the Penalties.. Theſe -\nd” maity'other Cafes, thay not: be -in every periGfis 
reſent thoughts, and the Diſſenter is wil 8 that others ſhould be ſaved, whatever becomes of 
imſelf. ; . | BYY 7 4 £ Ml : þ"4 {1 : 


Query 11. Whether any of the late Juffices did att like honeſt Men in their Stations? Ei- 
ther they did, or they did not :*If they didNot,l 
If they did, Where is the prejudice to the' Government ? O but they depended upon the Kings 

'Diſpenſing Power / What then? Were they not forc?d to it in their own Defence ? They did 


indeed depend upon the Judgment of the Judges to be Law, and, for that Reaſon, were under 


no Necellity of complying with the late King in taking off the Teft, as ſome will have it; No, 
it was not theſe Men, but the multitude of Addreſſes which deceived the Late King,and broughr 
all thoſc late Miſeries Upon us, by | r= 7 BD. 


= 


Query 12: Whether the late Proteſtant Juſtices be Friends of Enemies to the preſent Go- 
 vernment ? If Enemies, let them feel the _—_ of the Law: If Friends, then it is not our In- 


tereſt to rejeCt or deftroy them : No more than it would be for London-Derry that is beſieged, 


to deſtroy a Fountaig of water at one time, which, by moderate uſe, would haye ſupplied the: 


Saxiſon with freſh water the whole Siege. © * 


ot many true Members of: the Church F. eee by wourt 
Others, 


A 


ot,let them be 0 pi lr according to Law: _ 
he 


_— 


(4) | Z 
Ozery 13. How ſhall we do to know who are our Friends, and who are our Enemies ? You 
may gueſs by their Religion, by their Intereſt, and by their Deportment under this Revolution , 
and you may alſo add, to all this, a civil Teſt. 


14. What Method then ſhall be taken to raiſe more Money ? Such a Method as is 
conſiſtent with our Intereſt, as will not raiſe more Duſt than it will lay. Such a Method as will 
preſerve our Friends, and deſtroy none but Enemies ; as will raiſe no Pity or Commilſeration, 
and, conſequently, no Averſion to the Government. Such 2 Method as is proper after fo great 
a Revolution, and may unite all true Proteſtants at Home, againſt the Common Enemy abroad. 
Such a Method as may prevent France frem bejng Univerſal Monarch, and make England the 
great Umpire of all Europe. But the particular Method is humbly ſubmitted to the Honourable 


Members of the Houſe of Commons. 


Query 15. Shall we then impoſe a certain Fine upon =11 ſuch as refuſe the Oaths, and in caſe 
of a Criminal, that the Fine ſhall be doubled ? TheDillenter is ſo charitable as to believe thar 
there are many pious and teligious Prelates, and other Meinbers of the Chutch of England, who 
intend to live quietly under the preſent Government;ths their Conſciences may be tender in this 
Point z and hope the Members of the Church of Englaxd will have as favourable Conſtruftion 
of their Proceedings in the Late Kipg*s Reign: But *cis preſum'd that thoſe who ſay they intend 
to live quietly under the preſent Government; will not refuſe to ſwear it, and to take ſuch a 


Teſt as this, viz. 


. FÞ 7 (A. B.) ds Swear, and Solemnly Profeſs, inthe Preſence of Almighty God, That I will 

not take up Arms, nor by any other Ways or Means, DirefHy, or Indirettly, Counſel or 
Aſſt any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever againſt their preſent Majeſties K I N G 
WILLIAM ard QUEEN MARY. Sobelp me Ged. 


Andif any ſuch there be in this Kingdom, it may be our Intereſt to #{©over them, and vey 
Juſt drag 2 ba goa them F For wo y renolnces Subjection, ren? *-$ degree ret 
ſequently, hath not Right by Law to his Lif- -+ Sau. Ry ſuch > **« ad you will oblige your 

3s Mens, ah diſable your Etiemes , *And citherſucha Law win, F ot Tues _ - it 
-wrill-xot if te mithi@gther yori rave Men inflead-ofMoady-; you vill me heeter phneſs 
at your ſtrength; and what Meaſures totake hereafter, the Nation can loſe nothing by ſuch a 
Law: And His Majeſty having been Graciouſly pleaſed to intimate his pleaſure, That He ſhall noe 
have Occaſion for more hay ri next Seſſions, by that time a better and more effetual Method 
.may-be diſcover'd. .. But if it ſhould ſo happen, that by this nieans a conſiderable Sum may. be 
raiſed, (as it is not impoſlible )-you will not loſe or:reject one Friend by it ; but you only take 
from:your Enemies that Money which you may be ſure will otherwiſe be made uſe of againſt.the 
Fe ene as joon as a fair Opportunity offers itſelf; And you will thereby gain the gread 


. » « 


rantage to make this happy Revolution more. caſic and acceptable to the Nation, 


. 
» % 
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"By « Juſt Prevention of Future Taxes on the People, | 
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